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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to amendment filed 1/16/07 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3.4,10,12 and 13 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
^* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date .. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This Office Action has been issued in response to amendment filed 16 January 

2007. 

Claim Status 

Claims 1, 3-4, 10, and 12-13 remain pending and are ready for examination. 

Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Amend the application as follows. 

With respect to the instant specification on: 

• Page 17, Paragraph 0051 

• Insert : - now U.S. Patent 7,165,146, - before "entitled 
"MULTIPROCESSING COMPUTER ... " 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1, 3-4, 10, and 12-13 are allowed. 

The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art 
made of record teaches a prefetch method, but fails to teach the combination including 
the limitation of: 
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. (Claim 1 ) ". . . determining whether the second cache is also an owner for any of 
the selected lines of data beyond the first line; the second cache transmitting to the first 
cache any of the selected lines for which the second cache is an owner; and the second 
cache transmitting a null-data packet to the first cache for each of a remainder of the 
selected lines of data for which the second cache is not an owner."; 

(Claim 10) "...the second cache is configured to transmit to the first cache any of 
the selected lines for which it is an owner and is configured to transmit a null data 
packet to the first cache for each of a remainder of the selected lines for which it is not 
an owner."; 

As dependent claims 3-4 and 12-13 depend from an allowable base claim; they 
are at least allowable for the same reasons as noted supra. 

The prior art made of record, Waerdt (U.S. 2004/0039878), Koyanagi et al (U.S. 
6,606,688), Hagersten et al (U.S. 5,881,303), and McMinn (U.S. 6,138,213) - to be 
discussed infra ~ neither anticipates nor renders obvious the above-recited 
combinations. 

The Examiner would further like to draw attention to McMinn (U.S. 6,138,213). 
McMinn, teaches a cache (item 14 of Figure 1). Broadly interpreted, McMinn teaches a 
first cache within the main cache (taught as Way 0 to Way N or items 30A-30N as 
shown in Figurel and taught in Column 4 lines 34-36) and a second cache within the 
main cache (taught as the Prefetch Way or item 32 in Figure 1 and taught in Column 4 
lines 34-36). McMinn further teaches that the cache is configured to move a prefetched 
cache line into the first way if the microprocessor accesses the prefeteched cache line 
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within the prefetch way (as taught at least in Column 3 lines 40-43 as well as Column 5 
lines 37-47). McMinn, however, fails to teach 'transmitting a null-data packet to the first 
cache for each of a remainder of the selected lines of data for which the second cache 
is not an owner/ 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

The claims have been renumbered as following: 



Original 


1 


3 


4 


10 


12 


13 


Final 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew Bradley whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8575. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-3:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donald A. Sparks can be reached on (571) 272-4201. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/766,698 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2187 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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